COMMUNICATION WORKERS UNION

Minutes of the Retired Members Advisory Committee

Venue: CWU Headquarters 

Date: 11th August 2011
In Attendance 
Tony Kearns Senior Deputy General Secretary
Chris Tapper Policy Advisor to SDGS
RMAC                                                    Apologies
Allan Trotter                                        Ernie Purkis (Sick)                                    
Cathy Leech                                        Bryan Alexander (Sick)                               
Brian Lee                                            Lesley McLean NEC (OUB)                           
John Martin                                         Beryl Shepherd Vice President (OUB)
Joan Moxon                                                                                 
John Hodgson
Rod Downing

Graham Wilson

Agenda agreed

Minutes of the 2nd February 2011 meeting agreed with amendment (John Martin sick not in attendance)
Agenda

1. Retired Membership Figures

Current Retired membership figures as 11th August 2011 stands at 18,004. This is a reduction of 47 since the last meeting of the RMAC and is reflective of the wider loss of CWU membership in the Communications industries. 
Agreed that a joint RMAC/Regional Retired Regional Secretaries to be held on the 18th Jan 2012 to discuss how we can improve recruitment of retiring CWU members. This will involve the input of the Organising department.  

2. Branch retired sections

There are currently 100 Branch’s having a retired member’s section.  
3. The Link 

· RMAC agreed Brian Lee to be editor of the Link
· Next Link to be produced with the November edition of the Voice

· All articles to be submitted by the 9th September for inclusion in Nov edition 

4. NPC Matter and Reports

The following articles were provided to the RMAC

· NPC Campaign issues 49 – 53

· Reports from Graham Wilson from the following : 

Pensioners Parliament

NPC Biennial Delegates Conference 

          NPC National Council – 25th May 2011
· NPC to look into having an individual membership – meeting of NPC Affiliates to be setup. Once agreed an LTB and article in Voice to be arranged.
· SDGS to contact NPC about non receipt of paperwork to RMAC delegates. 
5. Annual Conference 12 – RMAC Fringe Meeting

The 2012 CWU Conference will take place between the 21s – 26th April in Bournemouth. Room booked for the Monday 23rd at Lunchtime of conference with guest speaker to be confirmed. 
Retired Members Conference 2011 – Matrix of decisions
Copy of matrix provided to RMAC and updates agreed after debate. 
Retired Members Conference 2012
RMAC agreed for the 2012 Retired Members Conference to be held at CWU HQ on Thursday 19th January 
Date of future meeting  

24th November 2011 at 1pm CWU HQ
AOB

· NHS Alert details provided to RMAC on web page that gives details of the current situation and campaigns around the NHS.

· SDGS asked to clarify the rumours circulating at the Wales Women’s Regional Committee on the transfer of responsibilities to the Equality dept.

· Car insurance for Retired members – is their a partnership agreement in place

· Future Retired Members School – to be clarified with the education department

