
What is a forced marriage?
In a forced marriage you are coerced into marrying someone against your will.  
You may be physically threatened or emotionally blackmailed to do so. It is an abuse 
of human rights and cannot be justified on any religious or cultural basis. It’s not the 
same as an arranged marriage where you have a choice as to whether to accept the 
arrangement or not.

Forced marriage  
is abuse not cultural

Linda Roy, National Equality Officer
E: lroy@cwu.org  T: 0208 9717 238 

Billy Hayes, General Secretary 
www.billyhayes.co.uk

Produced by the Equality department

1000’s of lesbians, gays, bisexuals 
and transgender people 
are forced into marriages 
each year.


